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 FORD F450 & 550 
SUPER DUTY CHASSIS CABS 4X2 & 4X4  

2005-NEWER MODELS 
Link Part No. 8M000097  

(Capacity 13,660 lbs) Rear Axle 

80002162 
FEB 11, 2015 
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Ques-

tions ? Contact this Professional Installer : 

Company  :  _________________________________________                     

           _________________________________________ 

      Phone : _________________________________________ 
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WARNING!  Proper tightening of U-Bolt nuts 

and mounting nuts are required for proper 
operation.  Need for proper Torque value is 
indicated by wrench symbol and values will 
be found in Table 12-1 in Maintenance 
section of the instructions.  Failure to 
maintain proper torque can cause 
component failure resulting in accident with 
consequent injury. 

1. INTRODUCTION 
IMPORTANT!  It is important that the entire installation instructions be read thoroughly 
before proceeding with suspension installation. 
 
 
 
 
 

PRODUCT INSTALLER RESPONSIBILITIES 

Ç Installer is responsible for installing the product in accordance with Link Mfg. specifications and 
installation instructions.  

Ç Installer is responsible for providing proper vehicle components and attachments as well as 
required or necessary clearance for suspension components, axles, wheels, tires, and other 
vehicle components to ensure a safe and sound installation and operation. 

Ç Installer is responsible for advising the owner of proper use, service and maintenance required 
by the product and for supplying maintenance and other instruction as readily available from 
Link Mfg.. 

 
SAFETY SYMBOLS, TORQUE SYMBOL, and NOTES 

WARNING!  A correct installation must result in the suspension and axle being 
ñloadedò within the range specified by axle and suspension manufacturers.  Please 
check vehicle specifications and intended usage to insure axle will be within Gross 

Axle Weight Rating (GAWR).  No alteration of any suspension component is permitted.  
Link Mfg. Is not responsible for damages from improper installation or operations beyond 
design capability.  Link Mfg. In its sole discretion shall determine whether or not any 
product is defective or otherwise covered by warranty. 

 This is the safety alert 
symbol.  It is used to alert 
you to potential personal 
injury hazards.  Obey all 
safety messages that fol-
low this symbol to avoid 
possible injury or death. 

 

 

          WARNING 

WARNING indicates a po-
tentially hazardous situa-
tion which, if not avoided, 
could result in death or 
serious injury. 

 

 

          CAUTION 

CAUTION indicates a po-
tentially hazardous situa-
tion which, if not avoided, 
could result in minor or 
moderate injury. 

 

 

       CAUTION 

CAUTION used without the 
safety alert symbol indi-
cates a potentially hazard-
ous situation which, if not 
avoided, may result in 
property damage. 

 The torque symbol alerts you 
to tighten fasteners to a spec-
ified torque value. 

 

      NOTE: 
 

A Note provides information 
or suggestions that help you 
correctly perform a task. 

 The electrical symbol indi-
cates the presence of electric 
shock hazards which, if not 
avoided, may result in injury 
to personnel or damage to 
equipment. 
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PRE-INSTALLATION CHECKLIST 
Ç Check the vehicle wheel alignment prior to installation to insure no precondition exists; record 
the information for verification. 

Ç Measure & record the wheelbase and centering dims before beginning installation. 

Ç Remove the attached body, if applicable.  Remember to disconnect all electrical connections to 
the body, and fuel filler tube, before removing the body. The installation can also be completed 
using a lift to raise the vehicle. If using a lift, chassis body removal may not be necessary but 
removal of rear wheels will aid in installation. 

Ç If not using a lift, block the front wheels and apply the emergency brake so the vehicle cannot 
roll. 

Ç Jack up the rear frame of the truck in order to unload the rear leaf springs (or use an overhead 
hoist).  Do not lift the wheels off the ground (if not using a lift to install the suspension).  Do not 
jack on the axle itself. 

Ç Install the suspension in the listed sequence. Install one side of the suspension at a time. First, 
install the driver side completely, then install the passenger side. Removal of the rear wheels 
may aid in installation, but it is not necessary. 
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2. OE SHOCK AND ROLL BAR REMOVAL 
1. Remove the OEM shock absorbers and retain the mounting fasteners for later use. 

2. Remove the OEM stabilizer bar and brackets/linkages from the axle and frame. Retain the bolts 
from the axle brackets for future use. See Figure 2-1. Reattach the brake cable to the 
passenger side stabilizer bar bracket location (same location as before removing brackets). 

RETAIN THESE BOLTS 

DISCARD 
OEM STABILIZER BAR 

FIG. 2-1 

DISCARD OEM 
STABILIZER LINK 

DISCARD 
OEM SHOCKS 

DISCARD 
OEM BRACKET 

RETAIN ALL SHOCK 
BOLTS & NUTS 

INTRODUCTION (cont.)  
INSTALLATION NOTES: 

Ç Drilling of new frame holes is required for installation of the suspension. 

Ç The Ford F450 UltraRide is shown throughout these installation instructions, there is no 
difference for the F550. It will follow the same sequence and setup as depicted. 

Ç Minimum clearances required for proper suspension operation 
Between Exhaust and Air Spring:  3 inches (unless heat shield is provided) 
Between Tire and Air Spring:  1.5 inches. 
Between Exhaust and any suspension hard point: 1.0 inch 

(e.g. Lateral Control Rod) 
Between Exhaust and Cross-member/LCR Mount: 0.3 inch 



6

3. DRIVER SIDE 
DISASSEMBLY 

1. With weight taken off the rear springs, as noted 
in pre-installation checklist, remove the front and 
rear bolts from the leaf spring. See Figure 3-
1. 

2. Remove existing U-bolts that attach the axle to 
the leaf spring.  After this is done, axle, spring, 
and hanger will be loose.  Remove and discard 
OE U-bolts, Washers, and Nuts.  See Figure 3-2. 

3. Remove the front spring hanger bracket and 
front overload spring bracket. NOTE: 
Removal of the rear leaf spring hanger 
bracket and rear overload bracket is not 
required for suspension fit, but may be 
removed if preferred. These can be removed 
by grinding or air chiseling the heads off the 
factory-installed rivets, and using a hammer and 
punch to remove remainder of the rivet. See 
Figures 3-2 & 3-3. 

4. Remove the driver and passenger side chassis 
jounce bumper from the frame. See Figure 3-2. 

5. On some trucks a resonator bracket must be cut 
off of the exhaust pipe to create clearance for the 
Link Upper Lateral Control Rod Bracket. The 
resonator is used to dampen certain exhaust 
system frequencies that are present when the 
vehicle is unloaded and is not required. See 
figures 3-4 & 3-5. 

CAUTION: Take care when removing 
the leaf spring bolt(s).  The leaf 
spring may move unexpectedly. 

REAR LEAF SPRING 
HANGER & BOLT 

FIG. 3-1 

 FRONT HANGER BRACKET, 
BOLTS & NUTS 

FIG. 3-3 

JOUNCE BUMPER RIVETS, 
JOUNCE BUMPER & 

BRACKET 

U-BOLTS, SPRING 
PACK, & LOWER 
AXLE BRACKET 

FIG. 3-2 

FIG. 3-4 FIG. 3-5 

 THIS BRACKET MUST BE 
REMOVED  FOR 
CLEARANCE 


